Placental metastasis of maternal melanoma.
Metastasis of maternal malignant tumor to the products of conception is a rare event. Melanoma is the most common maternal malignant tumor to metastasize to the placenta and the fetus. We report the case of a 28-year-old woman with melanoma during pregnancy. At parturition, histologic evaluation of the placenta revealed metastatic melanoma, and multiple organ metastasis developed. The infant was free of disease. Metastasis to products of conception portends a poor prognosis for the mother. To our knowledge, this report is the first of a patient with melanoma metastasis to the placenta to survive more than 7 months after parturition. As caretakers of patients with melanoma, dermatologists are in a position to coordinate and direct the care and follow-up treatment of affected patients.